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Re-statement to the House on Re-activation of the Press
Council by the Minister of Mass Media and Information,
Hon. Lakshman Yapa Abeywardana - 22 July, 2009

PRESS RELEASE

Hon. W.]J.M. Lokubandara
Speaker

Parliament of Sri Lanka
Sri Jayawardhanapura
Kotte.

Hon. Speaker,

Our attention has been drawn to the above, extracts of which have been published in the daily
newspapers of July 23. Clothed in the garb of parliamentary privilege, the Minister of Mass Media and
Information, Hon. Lakshman Yapa Abeywardene has made false accusations against the Press
Complaints Commission of Sri Lanka, an industry based self-regulatory body that receives and hears
public complaints against newspaper reports.

We believe that these false accusations have been made to justify the re-activation of the statutory
Press Council which has powers, inter-alia, to imprison journalists.

The Minister reading from a prepared text in Parliament on Wednesday, has stated that the Press
Complaints Commission has not been of any assistance to the public or the press; that it receives funds
from non-government sources, and that there is financial fraud and irregularities.

We wish to state the assistance that the Commission has rendered to the public and the press is well
documented in the Annual Reports of the Commission which are regularly sent to the Ministry of Mass
Media and Information.

[t is correct that the Commission receives its funds from non-government sources, which includes the
industry, thereby placing no financial burden on the tax-payers. There have been no financial frauds
or irregularities that have been found in the audited annual accounts which are published in the
newspapers and are open for public inspection since the Commissions inception in 2003. The
statement of the Hon. Minister on these points are therefore, wrong and irresponsible.



Furthermore, the Commission has received and dealt with, 704 complaints against Sinhala, English and
Tamil news papers, since October 2003 up to June 2009, at no cost to the complainant or the State.

We believe that making accusations of financial fraud is a serious matter and we ask the Minister to
table in Parliament, or at a Press Conference, evidence of such irregularities.

In view of the fact, that we don’t have a Right of Reply in the House to the Hon. Minister’s statement,
this letter is being released to the media.

Thank You,
Respectfully,

KUMAR NADESAN
CHAIRMAN
PRESS COMPLAINTS COMMISSION OF SRI LANKA
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